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MULTI-PERIL CROP INSURANCE 
Statement 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [5.34 pm]:  I believe that the Leader of the House is fairly well aware of 
what I intend to speak about.  First, I want to congratulate Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich on her promotion to minister.  I 
thought her debut today was well done, with the master speaking across the floor.  It was a very good exercise 
for her coming into the ministry.   

I want to speak about multi-peril crop insurance, which does not exist, but the farming community has been 
faced with major problems.  The list could go on, but farmers have to put up with rust variation, drought, flood, 
fire, frost, windstorms, hail, market conditions, dollar value, lack of farm workers, locusts and soil conditions.  
Those problems are way beyond their control.  The south eastern areas of the State have recently suffered 
dreadful frosts.  It must be heartbreaking for farmers who had very good crops to have to endure such conditions.  
One can realise why farming communities have family breakdowns and suicides.  Normal businesses do not 
have to endure such conditions.  At the end of the day the list of problems that a farmer has to contend with 
looks like a damned war zone.  They say that farmers are always whingeing.  They are probably one of the most 
passive groups of people in the working community.  One of the reasons farmers probably get trodden on is their 
passiveness.  I recently attended a rally at which a group of farmers were protesting against the Prime Minister.  I 
spoke to someone from the police union who was there to protect the Prime Minister.  This person said he was 
not worried about the farmers because they conduct themselves in an orderly, gentlemanly way.  This is the way 
farmers are; they do not become unruly.  They take it on the chin all the time.  Yesterday and the day before I 
spoke to a couple about the frost problems.  They had good crops in and were desperate for a bit more rain.  
When they woke up in the morning they found that a frost had gone through and written off varying amounts of 
their crops.  It must be heartbreaking.  At the end of the day they really needed counselling.  My heart goes out 
to them.  One moment they are looking forward to a bumper crop and then out of the blue they get a frost and no 
rain.   

The Leader of the House knows that we must do something about multi-peril crop insurance.  I am not saying 
that it should be subsidised or anything similar, but yesterday we spoke about the government surplus.  If the 
Government underwrote the cost of that insurance, it would give the insurance companies some incentive.  In my 
opinion they are cowards because they only want the cream of the crop; they are not prepared to take insurance 
as a risk factor.  It is probably not the Government’s position to take risks either.  I do not know whether 
everyone would have to take out crop insurance, but if the Government were prepared to underwrite that 
insurance at least it would make these insurance companies come out of their holes and come up with an 
insurance policy that satisfies the farming community and the whole of Western Australia.  This type of 
insurance is needed, because at the end of the day if these people get driven off or walk off their properties, the 
rural communities will fall down around our ears.  We need these people in our rural communities and we must 
encourage them to stay.  Sometimes we have to bend the rules. 

The Labor Party has done some good things, and the farming community has complimented it in many areas.  
One area on which the farmers will not compliment the Labor Party is salinity, but I will not go into that.  I plead 
with the Government to at least give further consideration to underwriting some form of multi-peril crop 
insurance to remove the pressure from the people in our rural communities.  I hope the Government will give 
that due consideration. 
 


